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Population size and trend
Recent and historical data:first breeding in 1995 with one pair in 
Parma province; thereafter colonized other provinces in 
Pianura padana: Modena, Piacenza and Ferrara in Emilia-Romagna 
and Treviso and Padova in Veneto, and Lombardy. 
Now the italian population is more of 70 pairs,  mainlyin Parma 
Province.

Methodology: Direct counts in nest sites; for example in Parma 
province during 2009 we have counted all (the) nests in (the) studyarea: one  
IBA (total 25 nests).
Two phases: i) 30 may-15 june: location of breeding sites and 
nest mapping; ii) 16 june-15 july: 4-5 visits every nest for
breeding success

Trend in the last 10 years:  1995-2008 from 1 to more 70 pairs, more 
+80%



Population size and trend

• In 2009 the breeding success was 1,92±
0,64 pulli/nest (25 nest/48 pulli)

• mean distance from the nests: 529,50 ±
923 m the;

• height of breeding site-trees:16,92 m ±
6,02 m the davanti;

• Old nests used ofby Magpie and Hooded
Crow. 

•



Distribution in Italy

map



Distribution of Red-footed Falcon in Parma province IBA 
n. 197 “Bassa parmense” (in green): 1997-2007



Typical habitats (and nesting sites)

• Permanent Meadows in Parma Province 
(nesting and trophic habitat for Red-footed
Falcon) 



Typical habitats (and nesting sites)

• Permanent Meadow in Parma Province 
(nesting and trophic habitat for Red-footed
Falcon) 



Legal protection

Arrest from 2 to 8 
months and amend
from 750 to 2000 euro

Penalties for illegal 
killing/nest disturbance

1992Year current protection 
status granted

Yes, in Law 157/92Legal protection from 
killing

Not Evaluted (Na), 
because of recent
immigration in Italy

Listing in national Red 
Data Book (1999)



Importance of protected sites 
network

• Regular breeder in 1,2% IBAs (only two IBAs) 

• About 80-90% of national population breeding 
in IBAs

• About 75% of national pop. breeding in SPAs
• Unknown % in other national protected areas



Main threats

1. Loss of permanent meadows extensively managed
2. Decline of pastures
3. Massive use of pesticides
4. Destruction of nesting sites (cutting trees that host nests)
5. Poaching



Recent conservation measures
Routines for 

informing RA of 
nesting areas/sites

Monitoring 
programme in 
protected areas

National 
Monitoring 
Programme

National 
Working 
Group

National 
Action 
Plan

Yes in IBA Bassa
parmense

NoNo

LCG 
(Local 

Conservat
ion group)

No

In 2009, Project Life+ (until 2012) “Interventi per l’avifauna di 
interesse comunitario nei Siti Rete Natura 2000 della Bassa 
Pianura Parmense”;

About actions on Red footed Falcon:
i) Monitoring master plan on IBA “Bassa parmense”; 
ii) Monitoring the RFF in IBA “Bassa pamense”;
iii) Action plan for RFF in IBA “Bassa parmense”.



Data on Migration about LIPU 
Project

• Monitoring soaring birds. Pre-nuptial
migration in central Mediterranean 2004 –
2009;

• the soaring birds project is funded by lipu uk
and aispa (anglo-italian society protection
animals);

• Observation sites: Messina strait, Pantelleria, 
Marettimo, Ustica and Panarea islands.



MESSINA STRAIT



MARETTIMO ISLAND



Spring migration: Red-footed Falcon
counts around Sicily
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